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Sinn Fein Chiefs Continue
Fight for Irish Liberty

Members of Order, Released from Jail, Admit That
Germany Is Their Friend; American
Officers Are Hissed.

By JOHN L. BALDERSTON.

{Copyright, M7, by the McClure Newspaper

Syudicate.)

Dublin, Aug. 1Z—After as close
investigation as circumstances per-
mitted into the present organization
and activities of the Sinn Fein or
republican party in Ireaind. I have
been struck by two facts of interest
to the American authorities.

L By the implied admission of the
leaders of Sinn Fein, Arthur Griffith
and Eamonn de Valera, the organiza-
tion remains actively anti-British and
in as close touch and co-operstion
with Germany as possible.

% By the admission of the same
two men who have just been released
from prison, Sinn Fein still recelves
money from Irish-Americans in the
United States.

Grifith, the founder of Sinn Fein
its exechtlve head prior to the East-
er Week revolf, and De Valera, the
young hero whose sensational vic-
tory at the East Clare election has
made him the idol of half Ireland and
the real leader of Sinn Fein, today
permitted me to interview them. To
both 1 put the same question:

“Am 1 then justified in assuming
that American money which your or-
ganization receives Is being usad to
plot agalnst Great Britain, in con-
nivance with the enemies of Great
Britain and of the United Statsa?”

Griffith’'s Positlon.

an

Griffith and De Valera both re-
plied by repudiating the suggestion,
which both seemed to resent, that
they are pro-German. De Valera
said, “England !s in occupation of
our country. Until she removes' her
troops, lreland and England are in a
state of war. While we are in a
state of war, igland’s enemies must

Ireland’'s lends." .
h?;n:'.‘.m was more cautious. Ouf
appeal is to the peace conference,
he =aid. *“The guestion of the use n?
force againat the enemy 15_purel)
one of expediency.” He declined 1o

relations, If any, with the
t sald, like De Valera,
pro-German. But Ger-
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E { my enemy, TYou may|
draw vour own conclusions.™
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tionalist factions which three years
ago were marching troops about and
threatening war to the knife. But
there was a good deal of bluff in
the Carson military preparations,
and In the counter preparations
of the Boyne, and most moderate
Irishmen are aware that there is no
bluff about Sinp Fein. The present
leaders have “gone up on the roof,"
as they say in Dublin, against the
whole might of the British Empire,
once, and they say with engaging
frankness that, {f they cannot ob-
tain complete independence in any
other way, they intend to do &o
again.

Singe the suppression of the Dublin
revoit, which was planned to extend
all over the country, but went of at
half-cock, it seems probable from all
I can learn that arms have been
smuggled  to the Sinn Feiners, from
Germany, by means of cargo sub-
marines, which put in lonely bays on
the almost deserted West coast. This
is widely belisved to be true in Dublin.
I have been assured by prominent
members of the convention that they
know of German arms |mported In
this manner. The Sinn Fein leaders
themselves, with all their remarkable
willingnesa to discuss thelr plans and
position, refused to tell me whether
Hindenburg is helping them out with
riftes or machine guns, hand grenades,
flame-throwers, or cylinders of poison
Ens weapons all of which figure in
Dublin rumeor.

Ireland is under martial lJaw. There
is something comic in the Sinn Fein
complaints of militarism and oppres-
slon against the British method of
handling the sitvation here. I dis-
cussed the situation briefly with Gen.
Sir Bryan Mahon, commander-in-chief
of the considerable British forces in
Ireland, but am not at liberty to
quote him. Two {llustrations will show
to what extremes the authoritles are
going to their desire not to provoke
the Sinn Felners.

Through the first two days of the
convention, no British flag wag fiying
in Central Dublin. But a block away
from the con tion hall, some Irish
Barbara fiche had flung to the
breeze a repubiican flag of red, green
and white. It fluttered over the heads
f the delegates as they walked to
their deliberations No attempt was
made to remove |t,
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bellion, that it is spreading its or-
ganization all over Southern Ireland
and galning support at an alarming
rate, that its principal doctrine ia the
uee of force to obtain national inde-
pendence, and that it repudjates any-
thing short of a complete separation
from the British Empire.

It was to obtain from the leaders
some explanation of the policy and
program of Sinn Fein that I went to
them. Arthur Grifith I found in his
office on the second floor of the Sinn
Fein bank building. It has not been
many days since he was released from
his life sentence for treason; it Is
sald that he owes his life to the fact
that at the last moment he tried to
prevent the rebellion. He talked to
me with cold passion about England,
quoting broken agreements and at-
vocities and acts of extortion extend-
Ing over past centuries. “Do you not,”
1 asked, “make any distinction be-
tween the Tory and Liberal parties in
England, or do you not admit that
English feeling towards Ireland has
changed in modern times?"

“No,” he said. "“England is always
the same. Tory or Liberal, Labor or
Pacifist, they are all allke. We trust
none of them. When England is weak,
she offera us concesslons, Hence this
convention. When England ls strong,
sha takes back what she gave us
when she was weak, That is the his-
tory of Ireland.”

“What is the Sinn Fein political pro-
gram?' 1 asked Mr. Griffith.

Have No Program.

“Our strength is that we have no
program,” he answered. “It is wrong
to speak of an Irish republic. Sinn
Feln is not committed to a republic
Some of us would prefer an Irish
monarchy. We represent all shades
of political theory, Siun Fein has no
connection with any class, or with
the Catholie Church. Our one aim is
to get the enemy, the army of occu-
pation, out of lreland. When that Is
done, Sinn Fein will dissolve, political
partles will come into existence, and
we can lead our normal life as a na-
tion.™

“How do you reconcile your pres-
ent political campalgn, your
for seats in the
ment, with your old doctrine of boy-
cotting the English rule by not rec-

ognizing it? I asked.

“The Sinn Feln executive,” Mr.
Griffith sald, "is mot an elected
body. It could not be. We must
prove to lreland and to the world

| thut we have thes support of the
| people of Ireland. For that rea-

son it 18 necessary to contest these

| eeats and to win them. No Sinn
Fein member, of course, will ever
take his seap at Westminster,
“But there is another and more
important reason why we must

elect members of Parliament. They
form the nucleus of the body that
will take over the government of
Ireland. From them will be chosen
the delegates who at the peace con-
ference will demand that the claims
of Ireland be considered together
| with those of other small and weak

! pations. Our Sinon Fein members
are the future rulers of Ireland,
| by the Irish people, who

| elected
understand what they are doing, un-
der the forms and by the machinery
kindly provided by the English gov-
ernment. When a Sinn Feiner con-
tests & seat with a Nationalist, the
issus s this: The Natioralist asks

the people to send him to the Brit-
{ish Parliament. We ask the people,
by voting for our candldate, to
pronounce for Independence and
withdraw themselves from English
rule, electing instead 8 man who

will reprezent them in the govern-
ment of Irgland.”

We discussed the future of an in-
dependent Ireland. Mr. Griffith con-
tended that Germany and the United
States would support an indepen-
dent Ireland because “he who comn-
n the sea power of the At-
lantic,” and the interest of Ger-
many and America, Mr. Griffith in-

nds

fight |
English Parlia-'

glsted, is to overthrow British naval
supremacy.

“England Is Beaten

The Sinn Feln leader hammered
home his points with dogmatic in-
sistence. He would not argue. {Hs
whole attitude expressed the char-
acterization given him by George
Moore, the Irish novelist, who wrote,
“Arthur Griffith seems to me to be
a ram. He {8 always butting”
Finally I sald, “But surely you will
admit that for this dream of yours
to be realized England must be com-
pletely defeated, that she wounld
never abandon her sea power by
setting Ireland free to ally herself
with the enemies of England until
£ghe was crushed.”

Mr. Griffith brought his fist down
on the table. 1In tones of absolute
finality, he sald, “England is beaten.
That we know here.’” The remark
eénded the Interview, and I sald as I
went out, “I must pay you the com-
pliment, Mr. Grifith, of remarking
that I think the British made a great
mistake not to shoot you." He smiled
grimly and for the first time, and sald,
“I thank you very much.”

Enmonn de Valera I found in his lit-
tle home, one of & typlcal row of
workmen's cottagea in Munster street.

There could be no greater contrast
than between this young firebrand and
the sombre, elderly Griffith. One
glimpese of de Valera and I under-
stand how hd has captured the im-
agination of his impressionable fol-
lowers. He was born, as he told me
later, In New York City 3 years ago,
of n Spanish father and an Irish
mother, At the age of Lwo months
he was brought to lreland, and has
lived here ever since. Before he be-
came & revolutionist he taught math-
ematica. Tall and thin, with great
round plercing eyes that shine with
burning fire when he speaks of the
“cause,” his personal magnetism s
that of a born leader. 1 had heard
from loyal Irishmen of his deeds dur-
ing the rebellion, how he had fought
hardest of all the rebel leadérs, how
he had planned the bloody ambush
of the Sherwood Foresters and sur-
i rendered last of the Sinn Fein com-
manders, ever after the chiefs in the
postoffice had yielded.

After some verbal fencing, he con-
sented to talk, and soon plunged into
a brilliant and burning recital of the
wrongs of Ireland, the hypocrisy of
England, the future of a free Erin.
I snon saw thers is a strong touch
of mystery about this young man, who
cares nothing for the odds against
him, and would prefer Lo fight with
tha certainty of defeat than not l.t:
fight at all. “Where but in Ireland,
he sald with fervor, “‘would you get
o men without artillery taking to
sainst 5,000,000 trained sol-
diers with thousands of cannon? Tell
ilhe Americans that while thers are
!men in Ireland who will die rather
{than submit to tyranny, the struggle
| will go on. The odds do not matter.

What matters |s =self-respect.
were proud, aa Trishmen, before the
British courts martials, i tha Brit-

{sh fails. We could not look our wom-
|en in the face belore we struck for
| freedom.™

Would Ellminate English.
Like Griffith, de Valera :'-Tuw-i‘ to
-F-!r!i-_'lﬂd to detajls ab the Sinn Fein

the roofs a

program. The one thing that mat-
ters. he feels, is to get rid of the
! Juglish “What about Ulster?” ’I
| asked. o Distermen will come in,”

he said, “and make very little trouble,
Give Ireland two months of freedom
and there will be no Ulater difficuity.
Ulster will not fight.™

“Da yout mot feel”™ 1 Interiected dur-
ing a particularly bitter denunciation
of England, “that your release the
other day Wwas an acl which proves
that England s not so bloodthirsty as
vou say. “Fear!"” de Valera coried.
“Phey are afraid. That is why the}
let us go!"

Regarding the prospects of the con-
vention, de Valera, like Griffith, was

merely contemptuous, He utterly re-
fused to take it seriously. “It is not
an Irish, but an English convention,”™
he insisted. *“How can it represent
anything when everybody knows we
have the mass of the people in nearly
every constituency in Ireland?”
““Why did you refuse to take part?’
I asked. “We did not refuse,” he
sald. "We offered to come in if the
English would allow the Irish people
to elect the delegates, would pledge
themselves to abide by the declsion
of the convention, and would permit
the conventlon to decide, If it wished,
for independence.”

Our discussion lasted an hour, I
came away from the little cottage
feeling that here {s a man who will
go far, it he lives. It is a big “if."
The “compliment” Mr, Griffith appre-
clated 1 could apply with greater
force to de Valera, whoses magnetism,
brilliance and intense sincerity seems
to be combined with a complete lack
of prudence and political calculation,
qualities which he probably despised.
“No man #ince Parnell,” a leading
Unionist said to me, ‘“has been 8o
idolized in Ireland, and he i& only just
beginning his career; he has spoken
in only a few constituencies. On the
night of his election In East Clare,
Dublin was the scene of the greatest
politieal demonstration of modern
times. The city went mad with joy.
Those of us who have retained our
reason remalned at home and prayed
that heaven would put common sense
into the hearts of the people.”

Sinn Fein, in its election campalgn-
England and politieal ldealism. It
conscription, and the argument
makes a great appeal to the farm-
ers, upon whose support Sinn Fein
mainly relies.

Among the Sinn Fein population
the United States, until now ex-
termely popular in Ireland, is regard-
ed with mingled pity and anger.
“England has dragged you in to pull
out her chestnuts,’” was a remark
addressed to me more than once. An
incident that took place last week
in the Hippodrome, the largest thea-
ter in Dublin, now used as a mov-
ing plcture house, illustrates the Sinn
Fein attitude.

The commander of an American
destroyer, in Dublin on leave with
one of his ofMicers, told me that he
was in the Hippodrome when films
of the West Polnt cadets drilling
were shown., A considerable part of
the audlence hissed. A moment later
renewed hissing greeted *'God Save
the King,” pleyed by the theater
orchestra, but this was nothing to
the storm of disapproval that follow-
ed when the band switched to the
“Star Spangled Banner,” and the
two officers, as American regulations
demand, stood at attention. I didn't
know what to do,” said the
mander rueefully. “It was the first
|time I ever heard that tune hissed
| We walked out.™
| Tt would be a mistake to exax-
|s:--='.1ln the significance of such an in-

cldent, which indicated not serlous
hostility towards America, but an
annoyance at the war, and st any
uniform, that Is characteristic in

Dublin today. The political tempera-
ture of the country is very high, per-
haps higher than ever before, There
are not wanting prophets who think
that If the convention reaches an
agreed solution the suppert of Sinn
Fein will fall away, leaving Griffith
and de Valera and their extremist
followers i=olated.

EXPLAINS THE RISE IN HONEY.

The price of honey has gone up
It's the war, of course. The vibra-
j tions fn the air caused b¥ the firing

of the big guns in Europe cause the
bees In America to trembla =0 that
they spill mest of the honey In flight
from the blogsom to the hive.—Albany
Herald,
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Our 38th Annual September Furniture
Sale Offers a Wider Selection than Ever

We went into the market months ago and purchased all of our stock for this
season, otherwise we could not hold our usual September Sale, as prices today
are much higher than in months gone by. You will find every article marked in
plain figures and guaranteed by us to give the same satisfaction as if purchased at

Prices
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COMPLETE FURNISHINGS FOR THE TWO, THREE, FOUR AND

FIVE-ROOM APARTMENT

“What we
say it is
=it is”

ULIUS §ANSBURGH

FURNITURE

Library Sets Rugs and Draperies | Suites
Living-Room Pieces 0Odd Dining-Room Pieces Lace Curtains
| Odd Bedroom Pieces Beds and Bedding Desks
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business”
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T0 SAVE WASTE TIN
FOR RE-MANUFACTURE

Chamber of Commerce Members As-

sist in National Movement.

A committee, composed of 8. T.
Cameron, chairman; H. K. Fulton,
. George Geler, M. B. Harlow, E. P.|
Haszelton, Charles Howser, Samuel|
Kimberly, M. A. Leese, John H.
Lorch and A. J. May has been ap-
pointed by A. L. Sinclair, president
of the Chamber of Commetce, to
consider the conservation of tin|
to meet demand on supply.
I It is proposed by the Department
yof Commerce to save the tin cans,|
boxes, etc., which have becn allowed
to go to waste, in much the same|
way that waste paper {s being saved. |
Mr. Binclair also appointed a com-
mittee to investigate the merits of a
movement proposed by the American
Boclety of Refrigeration Engineers.|
This movement purposes to educate|
the people, and especially the farm-
ers, as 1o the advantagea of cold
storage as an ald to the conservation
of foods. The soclety also desires
the co-operation of the cold storage
plants with the fsrmers and the
small gardeners, to the end that the
latter may be able to store small;
quantitiea of produce.
This committee (g
James P, Coon,

composed of |

chalrman; Albert

W. Lee. P. T. Moran, . P. Raven-|
0. Whitford and H. L. Wilkins. They|
will report their findings at an early

date.

TUBERCULOSIS ABROAD.

[ For many years tuberculosis has
| been more prevalent in France than
|in, perhaps, any of the European coun- |
| trles, and the conditions of trench|
warfere have bLeen responsible for a
vast increase of the disease among
the French scldiers, At the begin-
ufng of the war the French were com-

| will
ing, does not preach only hate of|Schultels, Georpe P. Killian, H““_h'hnu--w-r. thinks §t possible that the

pelled to defend themselves without

mueh aid from the Britiah and Bel- | as it had access to more oxygen.™

glane, and in consequence could not
be very particular as to the physical
fitness of thelr men. Tuberculosis i
therefore rife among French seldiers,
and although the authorities are do-
ing thelr best to repair the results of
the early meglect of careful examina-
tion, and are removing nll tuberculous
soldiers as quickly as possible, the
problem of tuberculosls in that coun-
try is extremely serious. It hes been
announced recently that the Rocke-§
feller Foundation, with the approval
of the French government and in co-
operation with the American Red
Cross, is about to take steps with a
view to curbing the apread of this
disease In France. It is understood
that the work will be carrled on under
the supervision of a French central
committes and local committees which
are being organized throughout pro-
vinclal] France. From all points of
view the scheme of the Rockefeller
Foundation to restrict the ravages of
tuberculosis In France is most merl-
torious. Not only is it giving power-
ful ald to a brave ally, but it is help-
ing to lessen a danger to which our
own troops will be exposed when they
reach French soll.—The Medical Rec-
ord.
END OF THE WORLD.

A new kind of end of the world has
been imagined by M. Lewis Rabourdin,
a French sclentist, Sometimes it has
been suggested that the world wil
gradually become cold so that life
be forzen out. M. Rabourdin,

earth might end in an incandescent

claims credit for saving lreland from| burg, Joseph Salomon, 1. . Weld, E.| blaze

The earth's erust, he says, s ver)
thin st the bottom of the sea, and
should it give way in consegquence
of volcanle action, the earth might
be consumed In flames,

“Suppose,” he states, “that follow-
ing an extraordinary twisting move-
ment, due to retreat of the centrai
mass, & Jarge mass of the sea-bottom
should give way. and, falling suddenly
should et In the mass of the pcean's
waters upon the incandescent interior
matter. The water would be decom-
posed by the heat, the hydrogen

Emmmummmm

| “The confiagration would than gain
|1n force, accompanied by eiectric phe-
| nomena, and the grealer part of the
| earth’s crust would probably be dis-
| placed. The earth, passing throughi
| eritical epoch and returning for the
| time being to Its formative period,
would again be nothing but & globe
of fire."—Tit-Bits,

PREHISTORIC DITCHES.

The remains of Irrigation systems
that date back to prehisioric times
when the walleys of Arizona Wwere
Inhabited by highly civilised Indian
tribes are still in existence. One of
the most famous of these is on the
State highway running from Presott
to the Grand Canyon. Water is taken
from what & known as “Montexuma's
Well.” a curious natural well 40 feet
in diameter and 58 feet deep, exoept
in one spol. where no bottom has
betn reached at 500 feet. Lime in
solution is carried by the water, and
the sides of the ditch bhave been
preserved by the petrifaction of the
original earth.

One ranch owner is using several
thousand feet of these ditches after
simply cleaning them out. A line of
levels was run along the bottom of
one of these old Indian ditches and
showed the grade to be almost per-
fectly uniform at the rate of a0l
feet per 10 feet.—New York Worid

SOUNDS DOOM OF CATS.

Out in Los Angeles they are con-
| ®ldering a proposition to defeat
high cost of living to a certaln extent
by conserving the grain and vegetable
crop through the process of uncatting
the country.

This 1= how the originator of the
idea has figured It out: Cats eat mest
and milk; cats eat birds; birds eat in-
sects; insects eat grain and vegeta-
bles—ao kill the cat and thus save
the grain and vegelables that are
eaten by the insects that are eaten
by the birds that are killed by the
cnin

It's a8 simple as A, B, C.—Green-
wich Graphic.
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‘Square-Dec”’

Ratclift

[Steam, Gas and Gasoline Engine

| Repairing, Stationary and Marine;

Vulcanizing; Automobile Repairs|
in General.

|

Garage: l

490K St. S. W. |
Satisfying—My Guarantee. ‘

Regina Cement

Mends Cut Glass

TYPEWRITER RENTAL
SERVICE.

North 2664, 2301 First st. nw,,
formerly 56 Randolph place.
Monarchs rented, 1.7§ per
month; months, $4.50; 6
months, i:nsu: No. 6 Reming-
tons, $1; L. C. Smiths, $2.25
and $2.50; Underwoods, Rem-
ingtons, $2.50. Reductions if
%aid 3 or 6 months in advance,

ebuilt typewriters for sale.
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